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of the ancient sites was undertaken. In 1842 Botta began
his great work, followed by Layard in. 1845, and by Place
in 1851. All three names stand out in the history of
Assyriology as the names not only of pioneers but of
great contributors to scientific knowledge. Botta exca-
vated at Kouyunjik and ancient Nineveh, Place at Khon-
sabad, and Layard at Nimrud. The results of the three
were somewhat similar but with interesting and im-
portant differences of detail. All three unearthed the
remains of ancient Assyrian palaces, the regal abodes of
great Oriental monarchs, the oldest of which are datable
in the eighth and ninth centuries before Christ. A vast
amount of information was brought to light bearing upon
the architecture, sculpture, painting, metal work and pot-
tery of the ancient Assyrians, and upon a number of
minor arts and crafts. All preconceived notions of archi-
tecture, derived from Egyptian and G-reek remains, had
to be altered, the Biblical references to the building of
this part of the world became intelligible, and the thick-
ness and height of the walls of Babylon as described by
Herodotus became credible. A vast new field on the
history of the sculptor's art was opened up.
Explorations in Babylonia, to the south of Assyria,
were begun by Layard and others. Here ancient Larsa
was partly excavated by Loftus, and yielded records as
early as the third millennium b.c. In Assyria the im-
portant ruins had been those of palaces and staged
towers, but in Babylonia, where more ancient remains
were brought to light, several great temples were dis-
covered.
It must be remembered that excavation in Mesopo-
tamia was a very different kind of digging from anything
that had been undertaken before. The remains of cities
and palaces here appear only as huge mounds, or as
series of mounds of earth, which represent the disinte-

